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WARM-UP

• Have you ever faced an overwhelming situation? How did you deal 
with it?

• If you could have a superpower, what kind would you choose? Why?



WORD Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men 
of good repute,  full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty.  But we will devote ourselves 
to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  And what they 
said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen,  
a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. ACTS 6:3-5

Read Acts 8:1-8, 26-40

During this time, the work of the Holy Spirit had been greatly advancing through 
the disciples. They were faced with the huge demand to minister and to serve the 
people.  This situation led them to appoint men of character and wisdom who 
were filled with the Spirit, who would help them carry out the mission.  Let us see 
the role of the Holy Spirit as the disciples began to send these men out in their 
extraordinary journey of proclaiming the gospel.

1 The Holy Spirit empowers us to proclaim the Gospel 
even in the face of opposition.

But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged 
off men and women and committed them to prison. Now those who were 
scattered went about preaching the word.  Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. Acts 8:3-5

Saul was inflicting trouble (persecution) on believers. Even if they scattered to 
avoid persecution, this did not stop them from preaching the word. One of the 
believers was Philip. Being filled and empowered by the Spirit, Philip saw this 
as an opportunity rather than opposition.  His undaunted passion to proclaim 
the gospel made all oppositions seem small compared to the vision of 
everyone coming to the salvation of Jesus Christ.  What challenges do you 
face when it comes to sharing the gospel?

 
 
 
 



2 The Holy Spirit backs up the gospel with 
signs and wonders.

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.  
And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by 
Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs that he did.  For unclean 
spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and 
many who were paralyzed or lame were healed.  So there was much joy in 
that city. Acts 8:5-8

As we carry out preaching the gospel, the Holy Spirit will constantly 
validate His power with miraculous events.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
transformative and wherever it is proclaimed, there will truly be signs and 
wonders in the lives of those who receive it.  How were you transformed 
when you received the gospel?

 
 
 
 

3 The Holy Spirit opens doors and ways for the 
gospel to be preached.

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 
And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court 
official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 
her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, 
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” ACTS 8:26-29

Philip would have no way of knowing that a high ranking official who was 
just visiting Jerusalem would receive the gospel and be baptized through 
him.  It was clearly the work of the Holy Spirit.  However intimidating and 
impossible a person or a situation is, the Holy Spirit can always make a way 
for the gospel to be preached.  After the conversion of the eunuch, in verse 
39-40, the Holy Spirit brought Philip through yet another open door for 
the gospel.  Can you recognize the doors that are opening for you to 
share the gospel?



 
 
 
 

APPLICATION

• Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with his power and give you boldness in 
sharing the gospel.

• Identify the people that the Holy Spirit is leading you to share the gospel 
this week. 
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